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PS i  #22
MELBOURNE 

Welcome to the traditional lands of the Kulin Nations.  We respectfully acknowledge the 
people of the Boon Wurrung and the Woi Wurrung who have lived their culture on this 

land for tens of thousands of years.

J U L Y  5 - 9 ,  2 0 1 6 
P e r f o r m a n c e  C l i m a t e s
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WELCOME

INFORMATION

AWARDS

Friends and colleagues,

Welcome to PSi#22 in Melbourne, the first annual PSi conference to be held in Australia. We’re delighted to host over 300 artists, 
scholars and activists for a packed program of events on the theme of Performance Climates. We’re interested in the complexities of 
climates, in all their many events, forms and atmospheres, and we’re interested in how and why and where our field of performance 
might connect with climates to re-think the possibilities of human and non-human activity in the world.  

In this booklet you’ll find general information, the conference overview and daily sessions, an introduction to the Arts House perfor-
mance program, and maps to help you find your way. In order to reduce our carbon footprint we’ve minimised waste, so for a detailed 
guide to events, titles, abstracts and biographies, please see the extended program and additional materials on our website 
www.psi2016.com. 

We wish you a wonderful stay in Melbourne.

Eddie Paterson, on behalf of the PSi#22 Conference Organising Committee.

Wifi Details: The University of Melbourne has an eduroam wifi access. If your home institution supports eduroam, please sign on with 
your credentials. If not, for the duration of the conference, logon to the UniWireless network using the following details: 
                                                          Username: pclimate                    Password: zdB7Zp

Food: A light lunch will be provided Wednesday - Friday during the conference, along with morning and afternoon tea in the breaks. 
There are also a number of great cafes, restraunts and food vendors on and around the campus, and Spatula&Barcode - with help 
from many locals - have put together a great guide to what’s out there - online at www.psi2016.com/#!eating-guide/a1ynv
On Saturday, 12:30, Spatula&Barcode are also curating foodwalks with local hosts - see page 4 for details. You can find more details 
about Spatula&Barcode’s projects at: http://spatulaandbarcode.net

The PSi community would like to congratulate the following 2016 award winners:

Congratulations to Dennis Gupa, winner of the 2016 Dwight Conquergood Award.

This award is made in honour of the memory of Dwight Conquergood to an individual whose work around cultural performance in 
some way connects to and extends Conquergood’s own practice. The DCA is given to an artist, activist or emerging academic con-
ducting research or working on projects with disenfranchised communities. 

Congratulations also to Ella Parry-Davies, runner up for the Dwight Conquergood Award and recipient of a fee waiver to the 2016 
conference 

Congratulations to Sophia Pearce, winner of the 2016 Enrichment Bursary.
The Enrichment Bursary is to support new and unaffiliated artist/scholars/activists, particularly those from groups under-represented to 
attend the PSi conference and make a contribution. 

We are delighted to announce the 2016 ASA Award (Artist | Scholar | Activist) has been given to Back to Back Theatre. 
The ASA Award is an award for outstanding achievement within the cross-disciplinary field of performance. The ASA Award will be giv-
en to an Artist/ Scholar/ Activist who has spent at least a decade fostering exchange between Artists/ Scholars/ Activists; and fostering 
collaboration either interdisciplinary or international.

For almost thirty years, Back to Back Theatre has been making work that tests the boundaries of performance, performers and audi-
ences as well as the assumptions we make about all three. PSi #22 will feature their work through screenings of their collaborative 
project The Democratic Set in the George Paton Gallery on Days 1-3 Throughout conference during daytimes, and a special discussion 
with members of the company 9:00-10:30 on Day 3 of the conference, Friday the 7th of July. 

PSi Awards committee: Awards officer Caroline Wake, with board members Heike Roms, Johanna Householder, Peter Eckersall, Sean 
Metzger, and Maaike Bleeker plus representatives of the Performance Climate conference team.



3

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE OVERVIEW

Tue 5th July OPENING Wed 6th July 
DAY 1: 
Weather and Events

Thu 7th July
DAY 2: 
Land and Durations

Fri 8th July
DAY 3: 
Habitat and Environments

Sat 9th July
DAY 4: 
Atmosphere and Affects

9:00 Installation & 
Bump-in 

Registration
Arts Hall - (Old Arts)

Panels & 
Presentations

Fluid 
States
Guild 
Theatre

Panels & Presentations Working
Groups

Panels & 
Presentations

9:30 Keynote: 
Richard Frankland - What do 
We Mean by Climate?
JH Michell Theatre, Richard 
Berry Building

10:00 Artist Induction and Venue 
Tour: Meet at the Guild 
Theatre and the George 
Paton Gallery for tours of 
your performance space
 

10:30 Break
Arts Hall - (Old Arts)

Break
Arts Hall - (Old Arts)

Break
Arts Hall - (Old Arts)

11:00 Break Keynote: 
Peta Tait - Performing 
Species Kinship and Strange 
Emotions 
JH Michell Theatre, Richard 
Berry Building

Panels & Presentations Keynote: 
Rebecca Schneider - Extend-
ing a Hand: Gesture, Duration, 
and the Posthumous Turn
Old Arts Public Lecture 
Theatre

11:30 Panels & Presentations

12:00 Installation of George Paton 
Gallery program

12:30 Light Lunch
Arts Hall - (Old Arts)

Light Lunch
Arts Hall - (Old Arts)

Lunch 
& Food 
Walks 
(own 
arrange-
ments)

Refuge 12pm+ 
(24 hours)
Arts House  
North Mel-
bourne Town 
Hall

Registration
Arts Hall - (Old Arts)

13:00 Light Lunch 
Arts Hall - (Old Arts)13:30 Panels & 

Presentations
Fluid 
States
Guild 
Theatre

Panels & Presentations

14:00 Panels / Presentations

14:30 Working 
Groups

How PSi thinks

15:00 Break
Arts Hall - (Old Arts)

Break
(own arrangements)

15:30 Break 
Arts Hall - (Old Arts)

Panels & 
Presentations

Fluid 
States
Guild 
Theatre

Plenary Panel 
Listening to Country 2
Arts House - Meat Market16:00 Panels & Presentations

 
Break
Arts Hall - (Old Arts)

16:30 Closing Drinks
Details TBA17:00 Doors open – Latour Public 

Lecture
PSi AGM & Presentation of 
the ADA Award

17:15-18:15

Drinks/ Dinner 
(Own Arrangements)
 

Drinks/ Dinner 
(Own Arrangements)

17:30 Welcome to Country  - 
Wurundjeri & Keynote: 
Bruno Latour - On Sensitivity: 
Arts, Science and Politics in 
the New Climatic Regime 
Old Arts Public Lecture 
Theatre

Launch of Global Perfor-
mance Studies journal 
and George Paton Gallery 
program

Dinner 
(Own Arrangements)

Special durational 
performance event: Refuge 
12pm+ (24 hours)
Arts House – North Mel-
bourne Town Hall

18:00 

evening 19:15-23:00 Opening 
Night Processional Feast
A Spatula & Barcode event, 
featuring: Climate Reports, 
Welcome Toasts,
Music and Market Food.

Arts House – Performing 
Climates program begins: 
19:30 Cut the Sky Premiere 
21:00: 
Late Night Conversations
Joelle Gergis & Ed Scheer

Arts House – Performing 
Climates program continues 
19:30 Cut the Sky 
21:00:
Late Night Conversations
Richard Eckard & Maaike 
Bleeker

Arts House – Performing 
Climates program continues:
19:30 Cut the Sky
21:00 
Late Night Conversations 
Kate Auty & Richard Gough

Arts House – Performing 
Climates program – 
Refuge – 24 hour 
performance event
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS & EVENTS

Bruno Latour
Sciences Po & London School of Economics

On Sensitivity: Arts, Science and Politics in 
the New Climatic Regime

What equipment is necessary to render us sensitive to the New 
Climatic Regime? There is science, of course, without which 
we would not have become aware of the change. There is also 
politics, the only way to assemble the relevant stake holders. But 
since we don’t seem naturally endowed with the right sensitivity 
to absorb the magnitude of the ecological mutations we confront, 
there is also the arts.

The lecture will review the overlap between these three forms 
of aesthetics (defined as what makes us sensitive to hitherto 
unknown phenomena) by using various performances in which 
the author has been involved: theatre, exhibitions, simulations, as 
well as interventions in social science and philosophy.

Bruno Latour is Professor at Sciences Po, Paris where he is 
director of Sciences Po médialab and a Centennial Professor in 
the Department of Sociology at the London School of Economics. 
Latour is a world-leading sociologist of science and anthropolo-
gist of modernity.

Professor Latour has published thirteen books, including the re-
cent An Inquiry into Modes of Existence (Harvard University Press, 
2013), and received prestigious awards and honours including 
the 2013 Holberg Memorial Prize – the equivalent of the Nobel 
Prize for humanities and social science. His work has been trans-
lated into twenty-seven languages.

Date: July 5th 
Time: 5:30-7:15pm 
Location: Old Arts Lecture Theatre, Old Arts Building

Spatula&Barcode present

PSi22 Opening Night: Performance Climates 
Processional Feast

Arts collaborative Spatula&Barcode (Laurie Beth Clark and 
Michael Peterson) have curated for the PSi22 opening an event 
that brings together their Foodways project with the themes of 
Performance Climates.

We will move from the conclusion of Bruno Latour’s address to 
the city’s historic Meat Market (now an important performance 
venue), carrying texts from the Foodways project and enjoying 
warming nourishment along the way. At the Meat Market, you’ll 
encounter a “Climate Chorus” and a personal welcome. Inside, 
you will sample the diversity of Melbourne foods, accompanied 
by a DJ playing an all-Australian mix, with short “toasts” and 
“climate reports” by special guests from around the world. Foods 
along the Walk: ANZAC biscuits, miso soup (served in your PSi22 
KeepCup), a savory surprise, and a taste of local beer. At the 
Meat Market: wood-fired pizza, falafel, tofu and pork bao, sushi, 
and hoppers with vegetable curry, concluding with traditional 
Australian lamingtons.

The event showcases Melbourne’s diverse food culture, cele-
brates those who make PSi22 possible, and checks in on global 
climates in many manifestations.

19:00-20:00 (or at the lecture’s conclusion), informal groups 
depart to process along Royal Parade
 
19:30-22:30 Later arrivals should come directly to the Meat Mar-
ket, 7 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne, 3051

Also curated by Spatula&Barcode for the PSi #22 Conference:

Foodwalks

Local guides offer “Foodwalks” to share their unique perspec-
tives on the local food culture. Your small group might eat in a 
local restaurant, in someone’s home, or around a campstove in 
a park. It will be possible to rejoin the conference for afternoon 
sessions. There’s no cost to book a foodwalk, but most involve 
food expenses, typically around $20AU, and some require you to 
purchase a bus/tram pass. 

PRE-BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL; speak with a Spatual&Barcode 
representative or register online.

Date: July 9th 
Time: 12:30-2:30
Location: Departs from Arts Hall
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Richard Frankland
Wilin Centre for Indigenous Arts and Cultural Development, 
University of Melbourne

What do We Mean by Climate?

There are two parts to the question of climate change for indig-
enous people – to consider the climate we live in, and the lack 
of access to the issues. At the moment, there is an inability to 
contribute to climate discussions because of the cultural loads 
that indigenous people carry which place them in perpetual victim 
survivor mode. We have lost our land and our voice, and now 
we have cultural obligations to the maintenance and renewal of 
communities.

This talk will reflect on cultural safety, and the trauma of living as 
indigenous persons in Australia. How do we challenge domi-
nant cultural perspectives on climate when the social climate 
for indigenous people is yet to enter the climate debate. From 
the perspective of a Gunditjmara elder, Professor Frankland will 
consider how staying connected to the indigenous world view is 
not a choice but an obligation.

Richard J. Frankland is Head of Curriculum and Programs at 
the Wilin Centre for Indigenous Arts and Cultural Development, 
and one of Australia’s most experienced Aboriginal singer/song-
writers, authors, playwrights and film makers. Born in Melbourne, 
but raised mostly on the coast in south-west Victoria, Richard is a 
proud Gunditjmara man who has worked as a Soldier, Fisherman, 
and Field Officer during the Royal Commission into Aboriginal 
Deaths in Custody. His extensive body of work includes award 
winning documentaries “Who Killed Malcom Smith?”, “No Way 
to Forget”, “After Mabo”, “Harry’s War” and “The Convincing 
Ground”. He has also written and directed for stage, including 
“Conversations with the Dead” (2002) and “Walking into Bigness” 
(2014). For a full list of Richard’s achievements, go to http://www.
richardfrankland.

Date: July 6th
Time: 9:30 -11:00 
Location: JH Michell Theatre – Richard Berry Building

Peta Tait 
La Trobe University & University of Wollongong

Performing Species Kinship and Strange 
Emotions

This paper considers how theatrical performance – which seems 
especially anthropomorphic – can productively contribute to 
current concerns about species and habitat survival under threat 
of global warming. It explores what live performance offers 
emotional understanding of climate change at this time and vice 
versa. Artistic works, however, that capture the panic and anxiety 
of responses to climate change through texts of despair and 
fear merely confirm the need to mourn for the future, while texts 
calling for hope can struggle to be convincing. Alternatively, live 
performance and its study offers a way to explore the malleability 
and direct manipulation of emotion and bodily affect within so-
cio-political ecologies and engagement with nonhuman species. 

Performance that unfolds through bodies moving spatially, 
intrinsically understands what Merleau-Ponty explains about the 
human animal body: ‘‘[T]he flesh of the body makes us under-
stand the flesh of the world’ (2003: 218). Recent performance 
that expands into the environment in provocative ways suggests 
an anthropomorphic radicalism arising with and through the flesh 
of sensory and emotional feeling. This ‘eco-phenomenology’ 
diverges from the new materialist turn to impersonal (cellular) 
energy and devolved matter, indicative of scientific knowledge. 
But it needs performance-makers  and performance studies to 
rethink predictable and pre-existing patterns of affective relations 
and cross species families. Performance phenomenologies can 
challenge cognitive and affective species blindness to human 
hubris and destructive arrogance by reconfiguring emotion within 
the ways bodies spatially shape a ‘strange kinship’ with other 
animals and the nonhuman. 

Peta Tait FAHA is Professor of Theatre and Drama at La Trobe 
University and a Visiting Professor at the University of Wollongong. 
She was elected to the Australian Academy of the Humanities in 
2013 and was on the PSi executive 2005–9. Peta is a playwright 
and an academic scholar of drama, theatre and performance 
studies, and currently publishes on body-based arts and phenom-
enology, interspecies art works, and cultural languages of emo-
tion and affect. Her recent books include: Performing Emotions 
(2002); Circus Bodies (Routledge 2005); Wild and Dangerous 
Performances: Animals, Emotions, Circus (Palgrave MacMillan 
2012); and and Fighting Nature: Travellling Menageries, Animal 
Acts and War Shows (Sydney University Press 2015).

Date: July 7th
Time: 11:00 - 12:30  
Location: JH Michell Theatre – Richard Berry Building
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Plenary Panel - Listening to Country 2
 
Marrugeku Theatre will be in a panel discussion with artists and 
scholars to talk about Cut the Sky. Speakers include Aboriginal 
artist, Edwin Mulligan, scholars Charles Ahukaramu Royal, Helen 
Gilbert, University of Technology Sydney and Co-Artistic Directors 
of Marrugeku Theatre, Dalisa Pigram and Rachael Swain. The 
discussion will be moderated by artist, David Pledger.

Dalisa Pigram and Rachael Swain 
Marrugeku
Butterflies and Burning Trees — Dramaturgies of the Anthropo-
cene 

Te Ahukaramu Charles
Te Papa
Thoughts on Indigeneity

Helen Gilbert
University of London
Deep Time, Slow Violence, Haunted Lands

Edwin Lee Mulligan
Marrugeku
Edwin will present one or two of his poems from the performance 
Cut the Sky and discuss his process of writing poems and paint-
ing, drawing on his dreams of his spirit country.

Date: 8 July 2016
Time: 3:30 – 5pm
Location: Meat Market, 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne

Rebecca Schneider
Brown University

Extending a Hand: Gesture, Duration, and the 
Posthumous Turn

What is the durational reach of gesture? Thinking about call and 
response, or hail and acknowledgement, Schneider asks: How 
long can call lie in wait for response? How far can a hail extend? 
Schneider looks at contemporary art works emphasizing gesture 
and hands but also at negative hand prints at Paleolithic cave 
sites to address questions of agency and “inter(in)animacy.” 
Rethinking the limits of “liveness,” this paper stresses an interval, 
and vulnerability, between nonhuman matter and flesh in which 
flesh and stone co-constitute each other. The essay follows the 
argument that it may be more generative to talk in terms of the 
posthumous than the posthuman, inhuman, or nonhuman, thus 
reframing the Humanist investment in “life.” Taking up hands in 
terms of posthumous life, Schneider asks: If hands are vehicles 
of extension, what is extended in extending a hand? If we can be 
done with the limits of “representation,” what about the slippery 
skin of mimesis as rock touches (or enters) hand, hand rock? 
Today, in our archives and practices of preservation, we can only 
touch bits of ancient or prehistorical art through the thin sheets of 
plastic that are surgical gloves. Tossed in the garbage after each 
encounter, where do those hands go? Can thinking about gesture, 
circulation, and the (non)extended live help us reconsider our 
response-abilities to the planet as a whole?

Rebecca Schneider is Professor of Theatre Arts and Perfor-
mance Studies at Brown University and author of Theatre and 
History, 2014; Performing Remains: Art and War in Times of 
Theatrical Reenactment, 2011; and The Explicit Body in Perfor-
mance, 1997. She is the author of numerous essays including 
“Hello Dolly Well Hello Dolly: The Double and Its Theatre,” “Solo 
Solo Solo,” and “It Seems As If I am Dead: Zombie Capitalism 
and Theatrical Labor.” She is co-editor of Re:Direction, and of the 
book series “Theatre: Theory/Text/Performance” with University of 
Michigan Press as well as a special issue of TDR on Precarity and 
Performance (2012).

Date: July 9th  
Time: 11am-12:30pm 
Location: Old Arts Lecture Theatre, Old Arts Building

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS & EVENTS
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LATE NIGHT TALKS, SUSTAINABILITY, PSI #22 ORGANISERS

Late Night Talks at Arts House

As part of PSi #22, Arts House will host three dialogue ses-
sions at Meat Market featuring conversations between science 
researchers from the University of Melbourne and international 
performance scholars.

Location: Meat Market, 5 Blackwood Street, North Melbourne

Tickets: Admission is free.

Late Night Talk # 1

Dr Joelle Gergis
University of Melbourne 

with 
Professor Edward Scheer

University of New South Wales

Wednesday 6 July, 9-10 pm

Late Night Talk # 2

Professor Richard Eckard 
University of Melbourne 

with 
Professor Maaike Bleeker

Utrecht University

Thurday 7 July, 9-10 pm 

Late Night Talk # 3

Professor Kate Auty
University of Melbourne 

with 
Professor Richard Gough

Falmouth University

Friday 8 July, 9-10 pm

Sustainability at PSi #22

PSi#22 is a climate friendly event. Each registration fee includes 
a AU$2.25 carbon offset fee which has been matched by PSi22 
Conference Organisers. The offsets purchased through Climate 
Friendly will support the Nam Ngan Small Hydro Project in Viet-
nam. 

The conference will limit the printed material distributed to 
attendees to a simple, sustainably printed pamphlet outlining the 
conference. All other program material will be distributed online 
in a searchable document to be accessed by smart phone, tablet 
or laptop.

Every registered attendee for the conference will also receive 
a KeepCup, a colourful, unique, Melbourne-made ‘to go’ mug. 
Curated by Spatula&Barcode as part of their assistance with 
conference hospitality, the KeepCups will allow the conference 
to drastically reduce the amount of landfill waste associated with 

tea/coffee service during the conference.

PSi #22 Organising Committee

Co-ordinator: Eddie Paterson

Committee: Rachel Fensham, Paul Rae, Robert Walton, Alyson 
Campbell, Peta Tait, Angharad Wynne-Jones & Sarah Balkin

Conference Organiser: Melinda Hetzel
Communications Manager: Asher Warren

Communications Assistant: Lara Stevens

PSi Board

Maaike Bleeker, Imanuel Schipper, Sarah Bay-Cheng, Sean 
Metzger, Heike Roms, Peter Eckersall, Kevin Brown, Bree Hadley, 
Shen Liang, Lindsey Mantoan, Efrosini Protopapa, Johanna 
Householder, Arseli Dokumaci, Antje Hildebrandt, Yu Homma, 
Jazmin Llana, Katerina Paramana, Eddie Paterson, Chiayi Seetoo, 
Caroline Wake
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MAP 1 : UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE CAMPUS 
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MAP 02 : Old Arts
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